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'CONGRESSIONAL.

Upon by the Commitees Appointed
1o Rezulate the Count of the
Fleetoral Yote.

All

and All the Republicams, Exeept
Morion, Agree to Beth—An Ap-
peal to Congress,

Reasons Guiding the Committees to

their Conclusion—A Unapimity Un-
exampled in the Legisiative
History of the United
States,

Pehate in the House on the Resolutions
of Proctor Knoit—His Speech and
the Hesolutions and Speech In
Response by }Burchard, of
1inois,

SENATE

Wasmixeron, Janvary 18 —Senator Ed-
munds, from the special comnuties up[mint--d

fevise meuns for counting the electoral
votes, submitted a report in wnting, actom-
panie<d by a bill. He said the report, he was
nappy to say, was signed by all the members
of both commiitees with one exception. The
ommittes wonld desire to take the bill up ab
the earliest possible day; probably on Satur-
dayr, but certainly by Monday next, and
would press it to a final consideration. The
inittes was of opinion that the measure
they recommended was not what could be
called a compromise, but it was a mensure of
n uwid of constitutional government.
o one would have the right to say that any-
body's views had been -mrh*nrlc-mi in any re-
spect. °
The following is a text of the bill accompa-
nying the report presented by Senator Ed-

munds:
The Bill.
A BIN Lo rprmldn for and reguinta the counting of the
votes for President nnd Viee-President, and the

destslon of guestions arising therefrom, for the
term commencing March 4, A. D, 1877,

De it enacted by the senate and house of
representfatives af the United States, in rmi-
gress assembled, Thet the senate and house
epresentatives shall meet in the hall of
houee of representatives at the hour of
ten o'clock ante meridian, on the first Thurs-
day in February, A. D. 1877, and the presi-
ilent of the senate shall be the presiding of-
feer. Two tellers shall be previously ap-
pointed on the purt of the sennte and two on
the part of the house of representatives, lo
whom shall bs handed, as they are opened
by the president of the senate, all the certifi-
cates and papers purporting to be certificates,
and the impers shall be opened, presented
acted upon in alphabetical order of

. beginning with letter “A."” and said
tellers having then read the same in the pres-
eveir und hearing of the two houses, shall
mtkio o lish of the voles nae thay shall appear
from suid eertitientes, and the votes having
ascertained and counted as in this act
led, the result of the same shall be de-
liveredd to the president of the senate, who
shull thereupon announce the state of the vote
inid the nawes of the persons,if any, elected,
which annonncement shall be deemed a suf-
feient declaration of the persons elected
President and Vice-President of the United
States, nnd, together with a list of the votes,
diall be entered on the journals of the two

- T

houses, Upon such reading of eyery sach
certilicate or paper, when there r‘llliﬂ in Nﬁy

Fall Text of the Hoport and Bill Agreed

the Demoeratz on the Committee,

writing, and shall state clearly and concisely,
aad withont drgument, the ground therenf,
and shall be sjigned gt =il Lne eenator
and one wemider Of the nouse of representa-
tives betore the same shall be peceived,
When all such ohjections =0 made to any cer-
tficate, vote, or paper from a State shall have
been received and read, all such cortificates,
voles and papers so objected to, and all
papers accompanying the same, together
with  such cbiection®, chail be forth-
with  sabmitled to =aid commission,
which shall proceed to consider the same
with the same powers, if any, now possessed
for that purpose by the two houses, acting
sepasately or together, and by a majority of
votes doecide whether any and what votes
from such State are the votes provided for
by the conatitution of the United States, and
bow many and what persons were duly
appointed electors in such State: and may
therein take into view such petitions, depo-
sitions and other papers, il any, as shall, by
the constitution and now existing law, be
competent and pertinent in such considern-
tion, which decision mu«t be made in writing,
stating Lriefly the groond thereof, and signed
by members of said commission agreecing
therein; whereupon the two houses .»hu.h
agrin meet, and sach decision shall be read
and entered in the journal of each house,
and the counting of the vote shall proceed in
conformity therawith, unless upon objection
made thereto, in writing, by at lk-u.st five sen-
ators und five members of the house of rep-
resentatives, the two houses shall sepa-
rately concur m ordering otherwise, in which
case such concurrent order shall govern. No
votes nor papers from any other State shall
be acted upon until olgections, proviously
made to voles or pupers from any State shall
have been finally disposed of.
_ Sec. 3. That while the tw) houses shall be
in fheecting, as provided in this act, no debate
shall be allowed, and no question shall be
put by the presiding officer except to either
1ouse, or a motion to withdraw, and he shall
have power to preserve order.
Sec. 4. That when the two honsesseparate
to deeide upon an objection that may have
been made to the counting of any electoral
vote or votes from any State, or upon objec-
tion to a repert of said commissien, or other
questions arising under this act, each senator
and representative may speak to such objec-
tion or question ten mmautes, and not oftener
than once; but after such debate shall have
lasted two hours it shall be the daty of each
house to put the main question withont fur-
ther debata,
Sec. 5. That at such joint meeting of the
twohouses seats shall be provided, as follows:
For the president of the senate, the speaker’s
chair; for the speaker, immediately upon Lis
left, the senators in the body of the hu{l npon
the right of the presiding officer; for the rep-
resentatives, in J‘m body of the hall not pro-
vided for the senators; for the tellers, secre-
tary of the senate and clerk of the house of
r(’rresc-nmtwos; at the clerk's desk; for the
other officers of the two houses, in front of
the clerk's desk and upon each side of the
speaker’s platform. Suoch meeting shall not
be dissolved until the count of the electoral
votes shall be completed and the result de-
clared; and no recess shall be taken unless
a guestion shall have arisen in regard to the
counting any such votes or otherwise under
this act, in which case it shall be competent
for either honse, acting separately, in the
manner hereinbefore provided, to direct the
recess of such house not beyond the next day,
Sunday excepted, at the hour of ten o'clock
in the forenoon: and while any gquestion is be-
ing considered by eaid commission, either
house may proceed with its legislative or
other busjness.
See. 6. That nothing in this act shall be
held to impair or affect any right now exist-
ing in the constitutional laws to question
by proceeding in judicial courts of the
United States the right or title of tha person
who shall be declared elected, or who shall
claim to be President or Viee-President of
the United States, if any such right exists.
See. 7. That said commission shall make its
own rules, keep a record of its proceedings,
and shall have power to employ such per-
sons as may be necessary for the transaction
of its business and the execution of its power.
Report of the Committce.
it AR EhatR® ERRP R B

one return from a State, the president of the
sonate shall call for olpections; if any, every
objection shall be made in writing, and shall
stute clearly und concisely, and without argu-
ment, the ground thereof, and shall be signed
by ut least one genaor and one member of
the house of representatives before the same
i be received.  When all the objections so
shuill have been received and read, the senate
shell therenpon withdraw, and such objec-
tions shall be submitted to the senate for its
decision; and the speaker of the house of
represontatives shall, in like manner, submit
such oljections to the hovse of representa-
tive= for its decision, and no electoral vote or
voles from any State from which bul one re-
turn has been received shall be gbjected to
opt by the affirmative vote of the two

When the two houses have voted,
they shall immediately again meet, and the
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pre=iding officer shull announce the decision
of the question submatted.

See. 2. That if more than one return or
paper purporhng to be the returns from a
State shall have been received by the presi-
dent of the senate purporting to be certifi-
ciates of the electorl votes given at the pre-
eeding el ction for President and Vice-Presi-
fl¥ in such State, unless they gshall be du-
tes of the same returns, all such returns
1 papers shall be opened by him in the
pres=nce of the two {um.-'wl. when met as
afor-smid, nnd read by the tellers, and all
returms and papers shall thereupon be sub-

w the true and lawfol electoral vote
f such State of o commission constituted as
follows, namely: During the session of each
houre on the Tuesday next preceding the first

Phursday in Febroary, 1877, each house shall,
by a cica roce vote, appeint five of ita mem-
bers who,with the pssociate justices of thesu-
preme court of the United States, to be ascer-
\ horeinafter provided, shall consti-
tate the con m for the decision of all
jie= tions upon or in respect of such double
retins numed in this section on the Tuesday
nrecoding Lthe first Thursday in Febru-
\. 10, 1877, or as soon thereafter as may
b, The seseoctate justices of the supreme court
of the [nited States now assigned to the first,
ihinl, eiwh It and ninth cwenita shall select
in snch manner as a majority of them shall
deem fit, another of the said associate
) said court, which five persous
<hal be members of said commission, and
the person longest in the commission of said

o nstices ghall be president of said com-
«iom, and the members of wud comms-

; il respectively take and prescribe the
following oath:

1 do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case
nay ey that Twill lmipartially examine and con-
shder 11l guestions submitted 10 the commission of
which | win & member, and a true jJudgment give
therion Ggrecable to the constitution and laws; so
help me QGod,

h cath shall be filed with the secretary

- senate.  When the commission shall

} bwson thuse organized, it shall not be in
the power of either house to dissolve the same
{0 withdruw any of its members; but if
= h sepnator or member shall die, or be-
physically unable to perform the duties

iredd Ly this act, the fuct of such death or

2l inability shall be by said commission,

e it shall procsed further, communicated
wnate or the honseof representatives,

case may be, which body shall imme-

v, and without debate, proceed by u riva

ote to fill the place #o vacated, and the
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ates and papers purporting to be certificates
i the electoral votes of euch State shall be
opened in alphabetical order of the States as
reovided 1o section one of this act, and when
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mude to any vote or paper from any State |

mitted to jndgment and decision as to which |

to said commission, who

fronn
tate shall so be opened, excepting the
wtes of the mune retamn, they shall be
3 and therenpon the presi-
] })o ] tions;
nuule in

resentatives appointed under the sever-
al resolutions of those bodies to pre-
wire and report such measures as may
he best caleulited to nccomplish the lawful
counting of the electoral votes, and the best
| disposition of all questions connected there-
with, and a declaration of the result: The
| committee say that they have considered the
| subject named in the several resolutions, and
{ have had a full and free conference with each
| other thereon, and now report the accom-
I {:;mymg bill, and recommend its passage.
/e have applied the utmost practicable
| studs and deliberation to the subject, and
| heliove that the bill as now reported is the
best attainable disposition of the different
| probleme and disputed theories arising out of
the late election. [t must be obyious to every
person conversant with the history of the
country,and with the formation and interpre-
tation of the constitution, that wide diversi-
ty of opimons touching the subject not
wholly co-incident with the bias or wishes of
| the members of the two political parties
| would naturally exist, We have, in this
stute of aoffars, chosen therefore not
to deal with abstruct questions, save so
far us they wre necessarily involved in the
legislation proposed. It 1s, of course, plain
that our report of that bill implies that, in
our opinion, legislation may be had on the
gubject in accordance with the constitution,
| but we think ‘that the law proposed is incon-
| sistent with a few of the p meipal theories on
the sutject. The constitution requires that
the electoral votes shall be counted on a par-
tienlar occasion. All will agree that the votes
| named in the eonstitution are the ponstitu-
| tional votes of the States, and not other; and
| when they have been found and identified,
| there is nothing left to be disputed or decid-
ed. All the rest is the mere l'{('rim{] work of
| suraming up the numbers, which being done,
| the constitution itself declares the conse-
l-;u'-m'i:. This bill, then, iz only directed to
ascertaining, for the purpose and in aid of
the counting, what are the constitutional
votes of the respective States, and whatever
jurisdiction exists for such pu es, The ll
only regulales the ml_-.thmr t:}:n:xr'rci&ing it.
The constitution is our great instrument and
gurety for hberty and order. It speaks
in the amplest language for all
such cases, in whatever as-
pect they may be presented. It declares
that congress shall have power to make all
laws which shall be necessary and_proper for
carrying into execution the foregoing powers,
and all other powers vestad by the censtitu-
tion in the government of the United States,
or any department or offize therein. The
committee therefore think that the law pro-
posed cannot be justly assailed as unconsti-
tutional by %ny, and for this reason think it
unnecessary, whatever may be our individual
views, to discuss any of the theories referred
to. Onr fidelity to the constitution is ob-
served when we find that the law we recom-
mend is consistent with that instrument,
The matter being a proper suhject for legis-
lation, the fitness of the means proposed be-
comes the next subject of consideration, and
apon this we beg leave to submit a few briel
olesrvations. In all just governments, both
public and private nghts must be defined
and determined by the law. Thnis is essential
to every idea of samh a government,
and i a characteristic  distinetion
between free and despotic systems. How-
over important it may be whether one citizen
or another shall be chosen magistrate for a
period proposed upon theories of civil insti-
tutions, it 1s of far greater moment that the
will of the people, lawfully expressed in the
choice of that officer, shall be ascertained
and carried mto effect in alawful way. It is
true that in every operation of a govern-
ment of laws, from tfm most trivial to the
most important, there will always be a possi-
bility that the result reached will not be the
true one. The executive may not wisely per-
torm his duty; the courts may not truly de-
clare the law, and the legislative body may
not enact the best laws, but in either case to
rosist the acts of the executive, the courts or
the logislatare, acting constitutionally and
lawfully, within their sphere, wonld be to set
up an anarchy in place of a government. We
think, then, that to provide clear and lawful
means of performing the great and necessary
functions of a government in a time of mue
public dispute i= of far greater importance
than any particnlar advantage that any man
or party may in the course of events possibly
obtixin: but we have stall endeavored to pro-
vils such lawful cies of decision in the
present cnse as shall be the most fair and 1n-
partial onder the circamstunces. ol of
the branches of the legislature and jodherary
are represented in the tribunal in equal pro-

portions. ]
part O the commussion iooks to n se'ect com-
mittes from the different parts of the rapub-
lic. while it i= thonght to be free from any
preponderance of supposable bias; and the
addition of the necessary constituent part of
the whele commission in order to obtain an
uneven nuomber is left to an agency the
farthest ramoved from prejudiee of any ex-
isting attainable one. Tt would be difficult,
if not impossible, we think, to establish a tn-
bunal that would be lese the subject of party
criticiem than such a one. The princi-
ple of its constitotion iz $6 ab-
solutely fair that we are unable to per-
oeive how most the extreme partisan can
assail nniess he prefers to embark his wishes
upon the stormy sea of unregulated qrt)c'm!d-
ing=, hot disputes and dangerous results, that
can never be measured nor defined, rather
than upon o fixed and regular course of law,
that insures the peace and order of society.
Whatever party may be disappointed in its
hopes, the unfortunate circomstance that no
provision had been maide on the subject be-
fore the election, hus greatly added to the
difficulties of the committee i dealing with
it, inasmuch as many people of the country,
and members of the respective politieal par-
ties, will perhaps look with jealousy upon
any measures that seem to involve even the
poszibility of the defeat of their wishea: but
it has also led the committee {o feel that
their members are bound by the highest daty,
in such a case, to Ist no bus norparty feel-
ing stand in the way of a just and peace-
ful mensure for extricating the question from
the embarrassments that at present surround
it.
In conclusion, we respectfolly beg leave to
mipress upon congress the necessity of o
speedy determination upon this subject. 1t is
impossible to estimate the matenal loss the
country daily sustains from the existing state
of uncertainty. It directly and powerfully
temds to unsettle and paralyze business, to
weaken public and private credit, and to cre-
ate apprehensions in the minds of the people
that disturb the peaceful tenor of their ways
and happiness. |t does far more. It tends
to bring réepublican insiitutions mto digcredit,
and to create doubts of the suceess of our
form of government and of the perpetuity of
the republic. All considerations of interest,
of patriotism andol justice, unite in demand-
ing of the law-making power a measure that
will bring peace and prosperity to the conn-
try, and show that onr republican institutions
are equal to any emergency; and in this con-
nection we cannot refrain from an expression
of our satisfaction that your committees,
composed of equal nunbers of the opposing
parties, have fortunately been able to do
what has been attempted in vain heretofore—
almost unanimously agree upon a plun con-
sidered by them all to be just, wise and ef-
ficient. We accordingly recommend the pro-
posed act to the patriolic and just judgment
of congress,
GEORGE F. EDMUNDE,
FREDERICK T. FRELINGHUYSEN,
ROSCOE CONKLING,
A. G. THURMAN.
T. F. BAYARD,
M. W NSOM,

Senate Committee,

w .

WM. M. SPFRINGER,

. W. M’CRARY
iEOQ, F. HOAR,
GEO. WILLARD,
ouse Committee.
Senator Morton was the only member of
the committee who did not sign the report.
After the report and bill were read the

The compositien of the E:nﬁri:{l1

this high regard, wiuld be an utter sobver-
sion of our constitufional govermment, and if
accompanied by @ armed and orgunized
foree, would be tregson to the United States
of America. [Apphuse on the Democratic
side of the hovse ared in the galleries],

Mr. Burchard [IIL], & member of the com-
mittee, offered. on behalf of four Republican
moembers of the conuntittee, the following s
a sulstitute for theresplutions bv the coin-
muattee: ‘

Resolred, That that it is within the power,
and is the duty of the house, conjointly with
the senate, to provide by law, or other con-
stitutional method, a mode for fairly and truly
sscertarning and projerly counting the eleck-
orid vote of ench Stile, soas to give effect
to the choiee of each State in the election for
President and Viee-President.

Resolred, That in tae abe=ence of legislative
provigion on the sulject, or authoritative di-
rection from the senate and house of repre-
soylatives, the presided of the senate, upon
opening the certificates, declares and counts
the votes for President md Viee-President of
the Wnited States,

Mr. Knoit having comcluded, Mr. Payne,
chairman of the commitées on counting the

ctoral votes, made a cincurrent report
the two committees of the house and senate,
which, be said, had beensigned by the seven
members of the house committee and by six
out of the seven membes of the senate com-
miltece, The report wig then read.

The report having been read, it wus. on

motion of Mr. Payne, recommitted and or-

dered to be ]lﬁnl_r'll, Mr. l’:l}'hl‘ stating that

he would soon meve to make it a special

t'd'l!n‘l'.

The bhouse resumed the consideration of
the resolutions reported by the committes on

rivileges, and was addeessed by Mr, Bur-

chard |111.] in favor of the minority report.

He said that the resolutions reported by the

majority asserted the most extreme power on

the part of the house, and involved the great

constitutional question whether the Federal

governmient had the rnight to review the pro-

ceedings of the officers of a State in the elec-

tion or appointment of electors. If that po-

sittion was correct, then either honse could

examine collaterally whether the
cers of o State had taken an oath
tg support the constitution., He denied
that nght on the part of either house, and
held that the acts of the duly constituted an-
thorities of a State, when verified as required
by law, must be taken as legal and correct.
He claimed that there was no power to go be-
hind such aets. Jolin Adams and Thomas
Jefferson were supposed to know something
abont the constitution, and each of them,
when he was president of the senate, signed
a certificate in which he stated that he had
n‘[wn-“.‘ll the certificates and had counted the
electord) vote. He (Burchard) had endeav-
ored to come to his conclusions on the subject
in no partisan spirit, and he was glad to see
that a better feeling was prevailing with re-
spect to the duty of congress, and that ques-
tion was to be decided in a conciliatory spirit,
viving to each side ecredit for honesty, and
that above all things violence should be re-
sorted to only in an emergency of the last re-
gort. which justified the action of the fathers
of the Revolution. Sudch a time could never
ra‘ul!cr the history of the American people,
and it was wicked to talk about what might
he done in case of an emergency.

At the close of Mr. Burchard’s speech, the
resolutions went over without action, and the
house adjourned.

offi-

e

yenate took up the resolution recently submit-
ted by Semator Wallace on the same sulyject,
and Senator Bogy spoke at length in rvp]]y to
the recent argument of Senator Sherman in
reE.:rd to Louisiana matters.

Senator Bogy spoke of the actions of the re-
turning board in Louisiana, and argued that
they were illegul, He quoted from the laws of
the State to show what the duties of the board
were, nnd declared that the rejection of the
vote of certain parishes by this returning
oard was an act of infamy against which all
honest men should protest. He contended
that the election throughont the Siate was
free and fair, and quoted at great length from
the lﬂﬁt:monf' taken by the Democratic com-
mittee which witnessed the count to show
that there was no intimidation during the
G R SR BRE De fiatabe icitna
carry the parish, and they formed a conspir-
acy not to vote, in order that they might
charge that the Republican vote had been
kept out by intimidaticn. He read from the
testimony in support of his statement, and
also to show that in the varions parishes most
of the trouble grew out of malice toward
eolored Democrats by colored Republicans.
Before Senator Bogy hadd concluded his xe-
marks he yielded the floor to Senator An-
thony, who reported a resolution to print one
Iumjn-d thousand extra copies of the report
of the special committee on the subject of
counting the electoral vites, )

Senator Hamlin introduced a bill to amend
the postoffice appropriation bLill for the pres-
ent tiscal year so as to change the compensa-
tion of postmasters of the tourth class to a
basis of stamps cancalied instead of stamps
sold

The senate non-concurred in the amend-
ments of the house to the bill making appro-
priations to uuplply certain deficiencies in the
contingent fund of the house of representa-
tives, and a conference committee was or-
dered. The chair appointed as members of
suid committee on the of the senate,
Senators Windom, Allison and Withers, -
Senator Jones [Fla. | presented a petition of
Willinmson Call, Robert B. Hilton, J. E.
Younz and Robert Bullock, Democratic Pres-
idential electors of Florida, claiming to have
been legally elected, and asking that the elect-
oral vote cast by them for President and
Vice-President be counted, instead of that
cast by the clectors on the other side. Un
motion of Senator Jones, the petition was laid
on the table, and he gave notice that he
would call it up next week.

The hill amending the pension law so as to
remove the disability of those who, having
participated in the rebellion, have since its
termination enlisted in the army of the
United States and become disabled, was
called up by Senator Ingalls and passed.
After an excentive session the senate ad-
Jjourned.

HOUSE,

A good deal of time wns occupied this
mormng in deciding the preliminary ques-
tions as to whether the house should now pro-
ceod to the consideration of the resolutions
reported last Friday from the committee on
privileges, and the duties of the house in
counting the electornl votes, or to that of the
compromise plan proposed.  The Republicans
favored the latter and the Demograts the
former. Finally a vote by yeas and nays was
taken and resulted in—yea=z 141, nays 21, in
favor of proceeding with the resolutions re-
ported by Mr. Knott, chairman of the com-
mittee on privileges, and Mr. K aottaddressed
the heuse. .
In the course of his argument, Mr. Knott
declared that any attempt to interfere with
the constitutional right of the house in re-
gard to counting the electoral votes would be
treason. The power to count as well as open
the certificates had no more been conferred
on the president of the senate than on the
sergeant-at-arms or doorkeeper, while the
claim that it had was utterly at war with the
construction which the Republican party
itself put upon that same construction of the
constitution twelve years ago, when it had
actual control of every department of the
government, and which construction that
party had continued to practice, as well as
preach, so long as it rode on the flood-tide of
success. Why was not the twenty-second
joint rule justas fair and just as constitu-
tional now as it was twelve, or eight, or four
years ago? Why had there been such a rad-
jcal revolntion in the opinion of certain rep-
resentatives ns to the constitubional mode of
counting the votes? He did not know; but
he did know that some of them had changed
front by a sort of gymnastic feat. He ad-
mitted” that neither house could reject any
fuur vote of a State; it would be revolution to
do so, but it would be an equal
erime to count n fraudulent vote. He
then indulged in o sarcasm at the expense of
the President, inimating that his construe-
tion of his duty in the premises wasto strip
the frontier and crowd the capital with
troops. In conclusion he said: Believing that
ti:lnlltt.ll:!t(‘ has a high power and a solemn
duty to perform in regard to counting the
vlectoral votes for President and \'ice-[[’-n'-.-i-
dent, m my humble judgment any attempt
on the part of any man, or body of men, ex-
ecutive, legislative or ministerial to coerce
thi= honse to count a vote which in its
judgment is invalid or void, or to coerce this
to throw out a vote which in its
jndgment is legal and valid, or to interfere
| o any mann 7 whatever with the peaceful
discharge of its constitutional functions n

nonae

joint

ELECTORAL VOTE REPORT.

The Chances are that it will Pass the
Senate, Notwithstanding Morton's
Opposition to it

Its Reeeption by the Demoeratie Cau-
cus Last Night— Time Taken to Con-
sider its Provisions —-Field
and Miller.

vv ANIEI NWrswey,  ounuary 185, —wWhile the
measure reported by the seleck committee in
regurd to counting the electoral vote will
meet with some opposition mn the senate, the
general belief is that it will receive a hand-
some majority when a vote is reached. An
offort will be made to press it to a vote after
reasonable time for discussion, and several
genators express the belief that a final vote
can be taken after discussion for several days.
After the adjournment of the house this
afternoon the Demoerntic members held a
caucus with referemce to the Inll of the
committes, Tather to  discuss
the question than to amrive at any
conclnsion. Representative Hunton, a mem-
ber of the committee, entered into an elabo-
rate statement concerning its provisions, and
answered numerons questions with regard to
its dotails.  There existed a doubt as to
whether such o commission ns was proposed
would have the same power to take testimony
as that possessed by the committees of the
house., Some of the members are reserved

in their expression of opinons, wishing first
to carcfully examine the provisions of the
bill before  deciding  whether they
will support it, and others say there is more
Meeatisiaction with the plan of the committee
than appears upon the surfacs.  The Demo
eruts, however, will bave further consultation
upon the sulyect, and for this parpose will
hold another caucus on Monday afternoon
next, after the adjournment of the house.
In view of the fuct that Justices Miller
and Field ure two of the four judges especially
desirmated by the joint commttee’s hill to be
members of the commission, the respective
friends of these genilemen desire it to be
gtatad that a vecently reported conversation
with Justice Miller, in which it was alleged
hie bad gaven pubhe and emphatic views on
the P'residential question is greatly exngger-
ated. Also, that the published statement
that Justice Ficld, at a dinper party at the
house of a Republican senator, recently
expressed  his opinions  on the Presi-
demtial  question as regarding the ae-
tion of the Louisiwna returning board, is
entirely untrne. The Republican senator
veferred to 18 Senator Edmunds, who author-
izos an emphatic denml of the whole story.
Justice Felds's remark on that occamon was
simply to the effect tit he helieved there
was good sevse and patriotismm enough in
the two honses of congress to devise some
plan by which all ensting or apprehended
difficulties could be pewefully adjusted.
= e

MISSISSIPPL.

A Right Move from the Printers nnd
Publishers—An Inault to the

Press, .

The Benevolent and Humane Fewell
Very Properly and Very Promptly
Rebuked,

Specinl 1o the Appeal. |

Jacksoys, January 18.—Mr. Drake, of Cla-
borne county, introdaced in the house to-duy
a bill to increase the printer's fee to a fair
rate. The present [ow rate has caused muoch
dissatistaction. Th= legislature is anxious to
change it. In this connéction let me mention
the introdaction of the members of the Mis-
sismippi Press association to the legislatore.
The house received it with due con-
sideration. but whin it Wiks
presented to the senate,  Senator Fewell, the
champion of the presnt odious law, and the
m-.»:l!‘lm'l knight of the widows and orphans
of this State, moved to refer the memorial to

the committee on benévolent and humane in-
stitutions. This insal! to the ;]:n-.-s-a of the
State was promptly rébuked by the senate in
tabling the motion and referring the memo-
rial to the printing commitiee.

The Democrats are lolding a cancus to-
tation.

bound for New Orleans, with trowded cars
Thirty were from Holly Springs and man
trom Memphis and towns along the New Or-
leans, St. Louis and Chicago railroad.

- - —

Finlshing Up.
NeEw Orresass, Januury 13.—The senate
committes is actively engaged in closing its
labors. A large amount of testimony has

tion in northern Louisiamn. ‘There s no
.-}-_-!_:--_'u in [i;o‘ b-i‘l::[‘h‘lll In-l‘l'. :l[lll none l;ll-‘u-
able until the reparts of the two committoes
have been made and acted upon.

night an the question of legislative represed -

An excursion train passed here at dock |

been taken, principally in relation to the elee- |

Our Legislative Affairs

A State Civil Engineer and Surveyor
Wanted—Bill to Amend the Pablic
School System—Bill to Amend
the Usury Laws,

Davis Wants to Abolish Gold and Silver
and Make Greenbacks the Ouly
Standard of  Valune —Election
for Secretary of State—
No Resalt.

Five More Ballots for United States Sen-
ator—Key, Re-Nominated, Comes
Within Six of Being Elected
—Indieations—Constitu-
tional Disqualitlca-
tions,

Speecinl to the Appeal.

N ASHVILLE, Jannary 183.—Senato—By Mr.
Hawkins: A communicution i
zons of Carroll county, praying for the o
tion of the office of State caivil enmneer
gurveyor; referred. The following
passed first reading and were refermd:

Afr. Stpid:  To amend an act to establish
public school system, and creating tl ;
of State and county supenntens:

Martin: To regulate the -consoliul:

railroad bills.  Second reading: Mr.

son's bill 16 repeal the act to ner

enue of the State and encourage wool

inz. Mr. Thompson's bill to repeal th

to nmend the usury laws of the State and es-
tablish a constitutional rate of interest. M.
Carson’s bill to repeal the ten per cent. an

mthe ©

terest law.

House.—By Mr. Davis: A resolotion in-

structing Tennesses congre en to nrge the
adoption of a resolution setting forth gold
and silver as a legzal tendes be abolished, and
that tres
as a legal tender for the payment of debts,
and that the law authorizing nationas]l biuiks
b 11'1)':‘.'.!!‘11 aml toner outstanding wsue L
taken up with treasury notes, etc.; lies over,
Nominations for Necreiary of Ntnte.
7. H. Payne, Hardeman county; W, D.
Lumpkin, Shelby; T. H. Barber, Jackson
J. A, Jones, Cannon; E. Y. Sclman, Moore;
(¢. N. (3ibbs, Obion; James White, Hawkins:
J. M. Quarles, Davidson; A. A. Taylor. Car
tor: W. G. Ewin, Humphreys; Thos. Boyers,
Sumner.,

First ballot—Payne 9, Lumpkin 13, Butler

|
|
sury notes be the only standard vulur |
|

4, Jones 8, Salmon B, Gibbs 14, “White 5,
Quarles 10, Taylor 19, Ewin 4, Boyers 4.
Sixth—Payne 14, Lumpkin 16, Buotler 6,
Jones 10, Salmon 8, Gibbs 19, White 9,
Quarles 8, Ewin 31, Boyers 3.
Adjourned till to-morvow afternoon.
senatorial Convention.
Mr. Lowe rose to 4 question of piv
In this morning's Awmericon wis g
prominent place an article sigmed 'K
wonld not notice the article but for the fucl
that it has duplicity enongh on its face to
cast reflection upon my sincerity.
withdrew from this convention's comsidera
tion the name of Senator . M. Key,
stated that it wasat his ewrnest i I
tion, and that 1 had no imtention of |
bringing his name before the convention
again. The people of the State, throngh their
representatives, bogan to feelhe wi
man who could fill the position inth
Stntes sennbe at the present time, and
the good State to our people. |, uft
withdrawal, voted for Bailey, with the hon-
ast, intention of electing him, and used my
ntmost endeavor to secure his elechion.
Whether pxnof the article was wrths,in he
track, I do not kmow. If it was writts
for the purpose of driving me from th
port of Key, in the event of his coming
the convention agmin, the writer wa
ply mistaken in his man. The article is a
reflection upon one of the purest men of the
State. 1 mean no injustice to any candidote
who has been before the conve on, oris stall
before it. The article says that Key, in his
speech, gave his opinion upon the question
whether or not the vote of the convention
will be cast for Tilden. The mar who
suppresses the trmth I8 as guilty us he
who promulgates the falsehood.  The writer
dare not go on and say that Senator Key, in
the same speech, suid that he was not in tavor
of constitutional government and the will of
the majority prevailing, The spoaker read
the sspeeqp of Senator Key to show that
he sad: *“That while the vote of
con expressed the popular will, and should
we cast for Hayes, still, at the same fune,
the popular will in Louisinnn, Florida
and South Coarolina had been expressed for

15414
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Opp-

| Tilden; that the government could nof aftord

to have the popular will suppressed in. either
ease.” 1 rose to make an explanation and
second the nomination.  Mr, Johmson
of their friends, had authorized such an
article.
Siatiy-s centh Ballot.—Bate, 19; Bailey, 4 ;
Key, $6; Whitthorne, 6; Maynand, 2; Cew-
den, 1.
Siety-ninth—Bate, 15:
42. Whitthorne, .
Neventy-firsi—Bate, 5;
45; Whitthorne, 9.
EIndications.
The general indications to-night nre that it
will be aclose race between Bailey and
with the result very doubtful. Twenty-

Bailey, 33;

Bailey, 24:

latter desirous of securing
for Key to-day. It is bel
muster the same number of vo
A strong popular pressure |

to bear on the Davidson delegation, whi

one time, could have clected Bailey.
{ailure on their part is meeting with pretty
genern] condemnation, the people asserling
that the convention did not re them tn
stick to Bate when it was found his strength
hitd vanished., If Key is elacted it will be
the result of the Republican minority, well
handled, against an overwhelming Demo-
cratic majonity. In effect it will be a Re
lican victory.

Constitutional Disqualifieation.
Eprrors ArrEat—While bulldezing amd
counting in and counting out i
many parts of our country, let ns look
home and see how matiers stand.
fore call the attention of our leg:
the public generally, to sect
of our State constitution, whi
lows: *“*No j F amny court
equity, secretary of state,
register, clerk of any conrt of recot

an election, voted
A 4 i .

jmre

Ltlorn

the United States, shall harre o seut
general assembly.” 1 learn that both Il (s
Smith and 1. M. Hill are both cust ¢
commizsioners, in the discl

ties ns such perfecting by

ernment’s title to the lot on

learn that L. M. Hill is sup

I Twited States revene departn 2

the States of Tennessee, Kenh

sippi and Arkansus—an (

yower and responsibility |
trolling the revenue collectors of al
States. 1 now respectiully ask |

that these gentlemen can gccup)

in the general assembly in of

that provision in our titutior

they take the oath to support

tion, which they violaie in taling

or in taking their seatsa? Will so

call fir an investigation, or

that trouble Ly resigning

their attention called to the above disd

ing clause 7
- -

tion Done for 64,000 at One Haul.
New Youg, January 17.—The vio
Wall street was greatly excited
report that the Union Trust compeny
been defmuded out of sixty - th
dollars by a skillful forser)
%ith check for the above amount, p
to have been drawn by the New Y«
supanes company on the previous
Wilr i-r-w---uh-t to the trast company
a lmnking ussociation, and paid, Yesu

it wis discovered to be a {orgery. Mr

When | |

VOL XXXVI.-NUMBHER

INSUneS company,
ment of facts:
Yestorday rnii balsncing the
bank’s pcoon of the Trust company, the
casty two checks bearng the
SAIIIE ML r one hundred and fifty
thou=und ds and the other for sixty-four
thon=and d y the N w York
life insurance company on the Union trust
company. Upon examining the check for
sis y-four thousend dollurs it was prononnoed
aclever forgery. The officers of the Union
trost company were notificd of the forgery
munediately, and the cashier stated it was
to him on  the  third
suppesing it to be per-
d it. After the stranger
i bject he presented
3 Maxwell, a broker
purchased forty thou- |
and after obtain-
the liiﬁ-!'l"‘llr‘-‘,
» ommissions of the broker,
d. The loss will fall opon the
company, the officers of which |
«l President Franklin that they |
ixty-four thonsand dollars
detertves are  basily engaged in
looking up the case

f Ihe following cartoon Appears in the even- |
ingz papers:  “The public are coutioned §
urainst negotinting check, No. 10,392,
for ninety-hve h dollurs, gold, on the
Bunk of New
payment having bLeer
fraad

Eregistn and

i
u

topped on account of
.HATCH & sONs,"
Py

THL WInaw (HWANDLER.

The Industrions Zachretary Chandler
on the Witness Stnuod, with a
Kunow-Nothing Fit on -A Mar-
velonsly Confidential See-
relary.

He has SMome Impressions that Gov-
ernor Stearns's Heports Impressed
him with the Neeceswity for
Troop= to Insure a Fair
Count.

Wasiixaros, January 18, —The special
comuitter on the powers, privileges and du-
tics of the house in counting the electoral
vote, had before them this morning Sceretary

handler, who was accompunied by his ste-

nograpber. Mr. Field asked him if he was
now prepared to answer the guestion hereto-
fore !!]"i-;'-f'”!]:i}l'ri‘ nitn ’ i'}' whose authority
e semt 6 telegram to Governor Stesuns prom-
wing troops? Secretary Chandler sud he
v not prepared bo anrwer, Hiwas farther
asked if  any copy of the telegram to Gov-
ernor Stearns was in existence (the telegram
of the sghth or ninth of November), and
answered not that he was aware of; he kept
no « of it, and could not tell who wrote it;
he thoneht, however, he sent it to Governor
Stearns: he stated that he declined to answer
because of the confidential character of the
commumnications between the Preswdent and
himself and other members of the cabinet,
and that he was summoned to appear before
the committep as seeretary of the mteror,

Me, Burchard inguired whether he at that
time was secretary of the interior, and Mr.
Chandler answered that he was.

Mr. Lawrence—Do yon base your objections
to answering solely on the ground of a confi-
dential character of communication bebween
the nt and yourself'?

handler—I1 do on that ground exclu-

made the following state-

certified by the bank, |

seerelary went on to say he had no
Adght to diselese what passed between
{ and the Mresident than a United
- 1% {0 disclose what i done in

«1 Me. Chandler
t wirnor St
1 member of the cabinet ?

Mr. Lawrence olijects
when the commities went
tation,

When 5 were openod Mr. Chand-
er wos aske sther_he sent the telegram
to (Governor Stearns on i own volition as
chiairman of the National Repoblican com-
mittee, and he answered that he presumed

whether
Arns was sent as

y the question,
 private consnl-

| that the telegram was sent by him on his

shed in the
| &5
.\.n'w mber $th, and

Jues.—Was the sending of that telegrum
vour own individual act or that of the chair-
man of the National Hepnblican commit-
ten? Ans.—I do notsappose signed my
pame a8 chairmag of the committee; 1 pre-
I did.

—Did you send the telegr
quest or sugestion
vourself?  Ans

] grrilin

ST

Que i ab the re-

| than

i= that ] re-

from rernor Stenrns
ng troops.

o n telegram

Tribune, dated

addressed  to the chair-

Hepublican committee,

of any b

—My imi.:

T
New Yi

man of the National

| charging thut the kukluxmade efforts to pre-

|

said |

Bailey's, and Mr. Wilson said Bute's nor any |

| I only knoy

Republicans and twenty-four Democrats, the |

is going on in |

| 1ot

T - |
gon holding any office under the avthority of |
in the |

ris Franklin, president of the New York hife

Stearns tele-

wisesee that there was no

cdonbt of u Repu majority in Florida if

an honest count of the votes conld be secured,

that the indications were that violence would

e resartad to in the interior of the State, and

that the kuklux had prevented the

from bwing received, ete.  The i'lli'l"

as that this telegrum firs

n the necessity for troopa.

x who ished this telegrum in

s Tribne, and i it know whether the
vernor or the legislatare called for troops.

Cues.—Did yon send your telegram to Gov-

- Stearns on your volition withont the
instroction or direction of any-
Ans.—Probably the suggestion

» from the gquarter already mentioned.

—And nobody ¢ls. ?  Ans.—I decline

vewer, on Lhe groand of official confidence

between wembers of the cabinet and the
Prosident.,

M. Field—=Were you informed of o teles
gram sent to Oregon mentiomng money by
oron behalf of the Demoeratic party? Ans.—
f that from then "WEpApers and
from conversations.

Qaes.—0id not Mr. Orton communi to
vou the telegram to Oregon on that sulgect ?
Ans Not that 1 remember.

vas Lhen discharged for the
¢, and the commities went into secret

vent o fuir count. Liovernor

graphed from Tall

-
SENATORIAL CONTENTN.

Lognn Fleven Ahead of Palmer in Klli-
nois-Moar Twelve Ahead of Bout-
weill in Massachusetis.

The Result Obtained by Either of the
Loulsinnn Legislatures -Alvin Saun-
ders Elected In Nebraskn,

1linois

SIPRISGFTELD, rv 15, —Seventh bal-

d—Togan 49, Pahaer 5%, Andeérson 7, Davis
6, Haines 1, Parish 1, nk 1.

Eighth—loga mer B,
7. Davis 8, H wrish 1.
Nirnth—La lmer 86, Davis 7, An-
‘ Pa ‘

Anderson

=on 1, Pansh 1, LINPS, =
Tenth and Elerenth—Smue as the ninth.
’!M..t‘r!‘n‘tpllﬂ.
v 1% —1 ,'[.,-,r"__r.;-.'r“ hallot—
votes, 274: neocssary to o
Hoar 100, Boutwell 85, Abbott
ullock 4, Sevlye i,
~4. [loar 104, Abbott
Adj
The L

4L PS03 '1'!1-\'.'-3‘;:-]
the deternmnation of the
to vote for Rice to-morrow as
~which s thought wall
i o H and Riee, with
or of the lstter.
Nebraskn.
Ostarrs, Jannary 18~—Alvin Saunders wiss
lav electisd to the United States senate on
sird joint bal receiving cighty-eight
full Republican and Independent
wir Saunders was the last Terri-

contest,

fout-

s L3V I -
arinl governor ol
LixcoLs, Jannary

wx-Liovernor Alvin
srmiator

|
A sKkiliraul Forger Awnliens the Echoes
in Wall Street— 4% Banking Institu- |

one wing of the Repab-

1L 6

Deafh Before Dish_oaor

, Tu;:'RP)'. by the Unanimens Vote of her

and Armenian
Reject
the Proposals of En-

rope,

Conncil, the Greek

Patriarchs Leadine,

Midhat Pasha’s Offer to Enter upon Ne-
gotiations with the Powers Re-
specting the Rejected Propo-
sals Received with a
Decided Negative,

| Russia, Gortschakofl Says, Cannot Un-

dertake n War, Because the Other
Powers would nol Support
Her—The Critleal Point
Reached af Last,

Voinssimrie Wik 0 . =
Comstantinople announces thut the grand
founcil to-doy, wfter an animated debate,

mmanimonsly rejected the last proposals of

» ' P

| the European powers as contrary to the dig-

nity, integrity and independence of the em-
pire.
CoNSTANTINOPLE, January 15, —The grand
The first
occupied 1n
the evils which have
oocurred since the outbreak of the insurree-
Herzegovina. Midhat Pasha then
made a long specch, in the course of
he pave an account of the Turksh coun-
ter proposals which the
Porte, in a spirit of conciliation, had made
upon the points where the constitution would
not be infrmged. He dwelt on the gravity
of the situation—spoke of the departure of
the plenipotentinries, the possibility of war,

counil of the enipire met to-day.
three hours of the
reading n stateroent of

=itting woere

tion in
which

ConceEsIOns

nnd

the horrors sttending it, the injury it would
do to the internal affu’~ f the couniry, the
impossilnlity of procuring funds for a war,
amd the that Turkey could not rely upon
any alliance. Several speeches followed, the
most noteworthy being mad : by the Greek
and Armenian patriarchs.  All the speakers
repelled the idea of accopting Eurspean pro-
posals. Midhat Pasha agun pointed ont the
gravity of the » | stress which
would resnlé from After heanng all
the speakers, the couneil unanimously re-
jected the proposals, amid shouls of *‘Death
before dishonor.™

Another dispatch from Constantinople says
that sixty christinns participated in the grand
council after the proposals of the Earopean
powers hid been rejected.

The Last Proposal.

Midhat Pasha asked whether the Porte
mght not, nevertheless, enter upon negotin-
tions with the powers respecting rejected
The council answered no, and de-
clared that the Tuorkish connter proposals
were only a subjeet upon which discassions of
conferenee conld be further carried on.

Getting Ready for Home.

The French man-of-war Chateuwn Rennud
will arrive on Friday to take on board Count
Chandordy, plenipotentinry of Fraoce.

Gortschakofll on Tarkey's Attitade.

Loxpox, Junuary 18 —Private advices

WilT.

points.

diice of the injury done to the mercantile
community by apprehensions of war. One
firm of cotton spmners employing twelve
thousand bands has lost so wily since Hus-
stit assumed a wirlike attity it the estab-
lishment would have been elosed had not the
firm obtuined assistance, 1t is said, from the
government, which wis unwilling such a
catastrophe shonld involve so lorge a number
of emplovees, It is said that Gortschakoff
hns wsued 4 circular to the Hupssian repre-
sentatives abroad, expressing his belief that
Turkey will reject the conference proposals,
and declaring Russin cannot nu‘L-:‘t.-tku @
warlike pol AU RS would not
support her and might form a coalition
agunst her. 1t 15 understood one or tws
millions Torkish pounds of paper money will
Fpir idr\ll-'ll,

The English Press on Russia’s Present

Feaceful Attitude.

Lospox, January 18, —The News, in a
leading editorial, discusses the opinion thit
i« held by a large portion of the press, and
by the public gener that Russia will
quietly accept the abort conclusion of the
conference, and SO “WWe trust it will prove
correct, but if we hold this opinion it must
e a8 n matter of fact, nnid not of evidence of
the facts upon which judgment should be
founded. The Russian army 1= now indis-
yatably in a high state of preparation. The
atest news from Odessa, in a letter dated
Junuary 12th, and published in the Cologne
Gazefte, is thut the railvoad company has
again been lordered to suspend  food truftic
fromm January 15th, 0s large numbers of
troops, especially from the vicinity of Mos-
cow, are to be sent southwurd. It 5 admit-
ted that addresass continue to pour In_ upon
the czar, almost daily, from all parts of ‘Cu‘
rope. lThe pondent who  stutes  this
fact adds, however, that it is, of course, his

sion that the popular enthusi-

I8 dying out.  Allowing
weight  for  this  judgment, the
interence from the abo must be that
the czar has not alyond purpose.  Un
the other hand General Ignateff hus been
the foremost advoeate of com iliation at Con-

\re we to Interpret lgnatiett's
showing the czar’s wants as an

ain from war, or is it simply a
on of his zeal for peace, which,
ul, leaves him free to fulfill the
mene  declamt 2 (One altermative 18 ns
plansible 98 the in comnection with
the above it is noticed that the Belgrade cor-
respondent of the Times says that informa-
tion. derived from Russinn officers who have
arrived at Belernde from Kichenaff, shows
that the accounts of the bad condition of the
arnmy wers exaggerated I san inclined to be-
Leviee,” o mues the wrisponcent, “that
the Russians ure not ave to allowing their
encmies to underrate the strength of the
hlow they are prepar d to deal."’

RBomors and Movements,
Berlin dispateh to the 7imes says that
the preparation to cross the Pruth actively
comtinues,

A spocial to the Daily Telegroph reports
thal ‘E'.lrk‘-;.' and Servian bave agresd to an
exchange of prisoners, i

Gieneral Tehernayefl, who has inter-
viewed in Paris, suvs he doubted not wia
would b renewed in the spring.

211 the Constantimople correspondents of
journals, and all other European correspond-
ents, EXpress lecided 1 that the
Turks wall not

A 1]_-'.‘.!.":, to '
stuntinople, says ihat the
Jent than

Earope

GOTTY

..1_._»!:i,,..;.'.\
attitunde as
exXcuse Lo e
demonstr
having f;

other,

been

Hpnion

v Paily News, froan Uon-
ultimatum 18 o
at first supposed.

tive powers Of

more e

the interniation

MARRIED.

JONES—TAYLOR—On the evening of January
17. 1877, near Como, Miss, by Rev. Dr. Gee W hite,
Mr. Josersz L. Jones nnd Miss ANNi Lo TATLOR,
dnughterof Majoer T. J, Taslor

NOTICE.
FTITE undertgnsd woulid be pleased to confer with
] holders of Bonds lssued by Lowndes and Mon-

ka, received S6 votes to

ors's 45 on the first hallot !'-‘-LL} . 'Um
1 ballot. on whieh Saunders wns

ok received 3 votes, and they
Suunders before  the resalt

There 15 general rejoicing

Loulalinann,
Junuary 1
Lol
hoiee, Omly

seanbers wi resont 1o the

Lers » %
the Republican legislature &

ros counties, Miss., to the Selma, Marion and Mem
nhls B K., and the Bonds tssusd by the town of Oko-
fona. Miss,. to the Vicksburg, Nastiville and Eastern
H K B, RICHMOND, 201 Maln street.

DIVIDEND NOTICE.

| ( JFF!"E OF PRENIX INSURANCE CO..
1 MEveHIs, January 9, 1855, )
{ At ® regulnr meeting of the Board of Directors,
'I held this dny, &
Dividend of Five per Cent.

was declired apon the capitsd .

pany, the snme Lo be credited u

THOS H
Jecrelalrt

2 B CLARKE
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